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Father Bellarmin. It seems to have been in this ecstasy that he learned
he should die on the Octave day of Corpus-Christi, which he often clearly
foretold. In thanksgiving for his death being so near, he desired one to
recite the Te Deum\ with which request the other complied. To another
he cried out, his heart exulting with joy, " My father, we go rejoicing!
we go rejoicing! " He said every evening the seven penitential psalms
with another person in great compunction. On the Octave day he seemed
better, and the rector had thoughts of sending him to Frescatu But he
repeated still that he should die before next morning, and he received
the viaticum and extreme unction. At night he was thought to be in no
immediate danger, and was left with two brothers to watch by him.
These, about midnight, perceived on a sudden by a wanness and violent
sweat with which he was seized that he was falling into his agony. His
most usual aspirations during his illness were the ardent langmshings of
a soul aspiring to God, extracted from the psalms. After saying, " Lord,
into thy hands I commend my spirit,'* he frequently repeated the holy
name of Jesus; with which sacred word he expired a little after midnight,
between the 2Oth and 2ist day of June, the Octave of Corpus-Christi
that year, 1591, being twenty-three years, three months, and eleven days
old, of which he had lived five years and almost seven months in the
Society. He was buried in the Church of the Annunciation, belonging
to the Jesuits of the Roman college. A rich chapel being afterwards built
in that church under his name by the Marquis Scipio Lancelotti, his
relics were translated into it. St Aloysius was beatified by Gregory XV
in 1621 and canonized by Benedict XIII in 1726. Ceparius gives a
history of many miracles wrought through the intercession and by the
relics of this saint, several being cures of noblemen and eminent prelates.
A much more ample history of his miracles may be read in Janning, the
Bollandist, in an Appendix to the life of St Aloysius.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 21:

ST AARON, Abbot in Brittany in the sixth century, when St Malo came into France: ST
ALOYSIUS, patron of Catholic youth: THE BLESSED MARTYRS OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS, of
Canada : ST EUSEBIUS, Bishop and martyr: ST LEOFRIDUS, io French LEUFROI, Abbot, honoured
with an office in the New Paris Breviary (in Butler's time): ST MEEJI {in Latin MEVENNUS, also
MELANOS), Abbot in Brittany : and ST RALPH, of the royal blood of France ; he took the monastic
habit in 822, was made Archbishop of Bourges in 840; compiled a book of canons (Pastoral
Instructions) for the direction of his clergy.

JUNE 22

ST ALBAN, PROTOMARTYR OF BRITAIN
(A.D. 303)

[From Bede, Usher's Coliections, &c., his Ancient Life, and the English-Saxon abstract of it,
in Bibl. cotton. Julius, A. x.]

THE Christian faith had penetrated into Britain in the times of the
apostles, and had received an increase by the conversion of King Lucius,